416              To the Earl of Hertford             [ires

who was disobliged by Sandwich's espousing Conyers, went
to Chelmsford at the head of five hundred voters.

One of the latest acts of the ministry will not please my
Lady Hertford: they have turned out her brother, Colonel
Fitzroy8: Fitzherbert4, too, is removed, and, they say, Sir
Joseph Yorke recalled5. I must do Lord Halifax and
Mr. Grenville the justice to say that these violences are not
imputed to them. It is certain that the former was the
warmest opposer of the measure for breaking the officers;
and Mr. Grenville's friends take every opportunity of
throwing the blame on the Duke of Bedford and Lord
Sandwich. The Duchess of Bedford, who is too fond a wife
not to partake in all her husband's fortunes, has contributed
her portion of indiscretion. At a great dinner, lately, at
Lord Halifax's, all the servants present, mention being
made of the Archbishop of Canterbury, M. de Guerchy
asked the Duchess,' Est-il de famille ?' She replied, ' Oh !
mon Dieu, non, il a 4t6 sage-femme.' The mistake of sage-
femme for accouchew, and the strangeness of the proposition,
confounded Guerchy so much, that it was necessary to
explain it: but think of a minister's wife telling a foreigner,
and a Catholic, that the primate of her own Church had
been bred a man-midwife!

The day after my last, another verdict was given in the
Common Pleas, of four hundred pounds to the printers;
and another episode happened, relating to Wilkes: one
Dunn, a mad Scotchman, was seized in Wilkes's house,
whither he had gone intending to assassinate him. This
was complained of in the House of Commons, but the
man's frenzy was verified; it was even proved that he had

8 Colonel Charles Mtzroy, M.P. for     Derby; Lord of Trade, 1765-72. He
Bury St. Edmunds, natural son of    was dismissed from the post of Gen-
second Duke of Graffcon.                       tleman-TJsher to the King,

4 William Ktzherbert (d. 1772), of        B This was not the case,
Tissington,   Derbyshire,   M.P.   forrd   Harrington'sLord   North's     M.P. for the City of London.  He was
